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POLLOWING TEL SENT NEW DELHI PROM CALCUTTA NOVEMBER 4, 1975, 
REPEATED TO YOU. QUOTE 

CONPIDENTIAL CALCUTTA 2614 

LIMDIS/NOPORN 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PPOR, IN, CH, PBOR 

SUBJ: SINO-INDIAN BORDER CLASH 

REF: STATE 260198 

1 . POR WHAT IT MAY BE WORTH, DURING OUR CONVERSATION EVENING 
NOVEMBER 3 (CALCUTTA 2608) GENERAL JACOB SAID THE CHINESE 
AMBUSH OP THE INDIAN PATROL TOOK PLACE IN A PASS. THE CHINESE, 
HE SAID, LAY IN AMBUSH POR THE INDIAN PATROL ON BOTH SIDES 

OP THE PASS. 

2. AS REPORTED CALCUTTA 2608, JACOB SAID THE INCIDENT OCCURRED 
IN THE TAWANG AREA. THIS ACCORDING TO OUR MAP IS AT THE 
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WESTERN END OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH AND IS IN THE GENERAL AREA 
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OF THE COORDINATES CITED PARA 1 REFTEL, THUS PUTTING THE 
CHINESE AND GENRAL JACOB IN AGREEMENT ON THE APPROXIMATE AREA 
OF THE CLASH EVEN THOUGH EACH CLAIMS IT HAPPENED ON HIS 
TERRITORY. 

3. THIS BEING THE CASE, WE ARE PUZZLED AS TO WHY OUR INDIAN 
ARMY OFFICER SOURCE IN THE EASTERN COMMAND TOLD US THAT THE 
INCIDENT TOOK PLACE IN SIKKIM (CALCUTTA 2591). SOURCE IS A 
MIDDLE GRADE OFFICER OF LONG EXPERIENCE IN THE NORTHEAST WHO 
HAD RESPONSIBILITY FOR OPERATIONS IN THAT AREA, IN OTHER 
WORDS SOMEONE PRESUMABLY IN A POSITION TO KNOW. PERHAPS HE 
WAS DELIBERATELY ATTEMPTING TO MISLEAD US, BUT IF SO WE SEE 
NO LOGICAL REASON FOR THIS OR FOR HIS CITING SIKKIM; OR IT 
COULD BE THAT HE DIDN'T KNOW BUT WAS NONETHELESS TRYING TO 
IMPRESS US WITH HIS KNOWLEDGEABILITY AND IMPORTANCE. ANOTHER 
HYPOTHESIS, PERHAPS A LONG SHOT, WOULD BE THAT AN INCIDENT 
HAS TAKEN PLACE BETWEEN CHINESE AND INDIANS IN SIKKIM RECENTLY 
AND THAT THE OFFICER CONFUSED THE TWO, OR THAT HE WAS GIVING 
US A LEAD. 

KORN UNQUOTE 
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